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Meanwhile, a huge movement is in progress here. It has been de-
cided to send a deputation of whites to England and a mass petition
to King-Emperor Edward, to which thousands of signatures are being
obtained. The demand of the signatories is that, in any future consti-
tution [for the Transvaal], there should be provision for equal rights
to all voters and the number of members to be elected should be propor-
tionate to the strength of the voting population.

The object of this petition is to increase the power of the British
[in public affairs], for the Boer population is smaller than the British.
The Boers, on the other hand, demand that the members be elected
according to the villages. If this is granted, the Boers, being more numer-
ous in the villages, would gain in power. In other words, they would
regain, through responsible government, what they lost through the
war. This tussle is well matched and sustained, because neither party
is inferior to the other in perseverance and effort. The Boers command
considerable influence with the Liberal Ministry. Let us hope that, in
this struggle between two great powers, the poor Coloured people will
not be crushed out. Who will listen to the shrill pipe while the drums
beat loudly?

[From Gujarati]
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248. "LEGALISED ROBBERY"*
We publish in another column a special report2 of a case that was
argued on Monday last before the Supreme Court of the Transvaal,
Our correspondent has called it "legalized robbery" and we have no
hesitation in adopting the title for this note. Law 3 of 1885 has formed
the subject-matter of many complaints on the part of the British Indian
Association, but we cannot think of any case so cruel or harsh and so un-
just as the one reported by our correspondent. A law under which such
a glaring wrong can be perpetrated must, to say the least of it, be utterly
inhuman. Mr. Leonard, in his eloquent address, evidently thought of
the inhumanity of the law when he asked the judges to put a humane
interpretation upon it, and if possible to give the unfortunate victims
justice. The late Mr. Aboobaker Amod was one of the first Indian set-
tlers in South Africa. He was one of the foremost Indian merchants,
and held very considerable landed property in Natal and in other parts
of South Africa. He was respected, and very properly so, both by Euro-
peans and the Indians of his time. He was cultured in every sense of the
term. He held some landed property in the Transvaal. He made a will
bequeathing it to his brother and his son, both of whom are well known
1 This was also published in India, 13-4-1906.
2 Not reproduced here